Paraphrasing Techniques

Background: This lesson is intended for advanced ESL students enrolled in an ESL composition course at a community college in the U.S. The primary goals of the course are to prepare students to write descriptive, narrative, and expository essays (up to 500 words). The exercise which follows is designed to help advanced ESL writers understand and distinguish the purposes of paraphrase. 

Lesson Objectives: 

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to…

· Understand and distinguish the purposes of paraphrases

· Understand the conventions of paraphrases and practice using these conventions in your own academic writing

T = Teacher
S = 1 Student

Ss = Students

OHT = Overhead Transparency
1. Warm-up: Telephone (3-4 minutes)
T forms Ss into two lines, and then asks for two volunteers. T models the game, “Telephone.” T says in one students ear, “The weather outside is rather rainy and overcast, but hopefully the weather will get better tomorrow!” T motions to class, “Sssh” and placing finger over mouth, so they know it’s a “secret.” T prompts first S to tell the other S what I said. The second S then goes to the Whiteboard and writes what he/she heard. Start the game, making it into a competition in which points are kept for the team who wins. T should judge the competition based on speed (e.g. who finishes first) and accuracy (e.g. who writes the most correct sentence). Below are some sample sentences:

2. Transition from Telephone to Paraphrasing (1-2 minutes)
T asks Ss the following questions: Why did the sentence change? When you are writing a paper, and you want to use part of a passage from an outside text, how do you change the sentence? 
3. Review Definition and Features of Paraphrases (3-4 minutes)
T show Ss the definition and features of a paraphrase on an overhead or computer (see Appendix A). T asks Ss to read the definition and features individually or with a partner and complete Exercise 1 (Appendix B). T elicits responses from the class about why the paraphrase is unacceptable. 
4. Understanding Successful Paraphrases (2-3 minutes)
T asks Ss to “buzz with a buddy” for 1 minute about how they would make the bad paraphrase from Exercise 1 better. T brings class back to plenary discussion, and elicits answers from the class. T shows Ss examples of a successful paraphrase:
American citizens had been supportive of Bush’s war on terrorism after the September 11 attacks.  The Democratic Party also followed suit with the general public because they wanted to show the Republicans that they were able to be more critical of the Bush administration’s terrorism policies.
5. Paraphrasing Practice (5-6 minutes)
T instructs class to complete Exercise 2 (Appendix B) individually or with a partner. Paraphrase the passages, using the following techniques;

· Skim the original text. Highlight main ideas and supportive evidence

· As you write, try to capture the meaning of the entire passage
· Try to paraphrase without looking at the original passage

· Review your paraphrase to ensure that it accurately present’s the author’s meaning in your own words
Appendix A

Definition of a Paraphrase

“A paraphrase “accurately states all the relevant information from a passage in your own words and phrasing, without any additional comments or elaborations” (Lunsford, A., & Connors, R. [1992]. The St. Martin’s handbook [2nd ed.]. New York: St. Martin’s Press, p. 570).

Features of a Successful Paraphrase

(1) A paraphrase is most useful when the main points of the original passage are important but are not worth quoting
(2) Unlike a summary, a paraphrase restates all the main points of the original passage in the same order.
(3) A paraphrase is often the same length as the original passage.

(4) A successful paraphrase does not simply substitute synonyms from the original, nor does it imitate the author’s writing style.

(5) Paraphrase must acknowledge their original sources

(Ferris, D. R. & Hedgcock, J.S. [2005]. Teaching ESL composition: Purposes, process, and practice [2nd edition]. Mahway, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers.)
Appendix B
Exercise 1

Directions: Examine the original text and the paraphrase which follows. Explain why the paraphrase is unacceptable.

ORIGINAL
The American public, ever since the calamity of September 11, was overwhelmingly supportive of Bush's policy of a "war on terrorism." The Democratic Party went along, vying with the Republicans on who could speak tougher language against terrorism.
-http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinn2000electionch25.html

PARAPHRASE

The American public, ever since the attacks of September 11, greatly supported Bush’s “war on terrorism” policy. The Democrats went along with the American public, opposing the Republicans about who could use tougher language against terrorism.
“The paraphrase needs improvement because…”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Exercise 2
Directions: Working individually or with a partner, paraphrase the following passages taken from a university level textbook.
   ORIGINAL
Catastrophes at sea and in the air make grim headlines: they represent a great deal of sorrow for the families of the dead and injured. Why do they occur? Terrorists plant bombs, as in the case of the destruction of the American airliner over Lockerbie in Scotland. Pyromaniacs light fires, as in the case of the ferry, Scandinavian Star, sailing from Norway to Denmark. In the week following that tragedy, there were two other cases of fires on board ferries: on one plying between Wales and Ireland, and on another between Portsmouth and Cherbourg. In both of them, a man died.
PARAPHRASE

